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IN THE CLAIMS 

BEST AVAILABUE COP' 

1 . (currently amended) A mtrthod of accrediting participants to an event, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

a) collecting information from each of said participants; 

b) recording the information in an accreditation system; 

c) producing a non-valid pass for each of said participants; • 

d) issuing the respective non-valid passes to said participants; and 

e) upon arrival of such a participant or proximate an event venue, validating said 
non-valid pass for the participant, thereby accrediting said participant, wherein the partig pant 
preseqt? the non-valid pass upon such arrival, or else t he issuing tn the t)artictpant is upon ^ nrh 
amval. and wherein step e) includes the steps of: 

updating an accreditation stams of the participant in the accreditation 
system; and 

laminating securing the pass in a security pouch , wherein the laminated 
Pass includ es a photograph of the participant to provide a physical form of 
validation, so that the participant is granted access to the event responsive to 
identifiing the pass in the security pouch as worn bv the participant, and whergji 
the pass is for acc ess to the event and not for access to repeated instances of the 
event. 



2. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 , comprising the further step of: 

upon arrival of such a participant, verifying information of said participant before said 
non-valid pass is validated, 

3. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 , comprising the further steps of: 

for foreign participants and before arrival of participants, sending a bulk visa request to 
an Immigration Authority; and 
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receiving a visa status from said Immigration Authority, allowing said validated pass to 

serve as a visa. 

4. (previously presented) The method of claim 1, comprising the further steps of: CO 
ascribing an accreditation class to each of said participants; and 

ascribing privileges to each of said accreditation classes. ^ 



5. (currently amended) Apparatus for accrediting participants to an event, said apparatus 
comprisitig: 

means for collecting information from each of said participants; 
means for recording the information in an acci^ditation system; 
producing means for producing a non-valid pass for each of said participants; 
issuing means for issuing the respective non-valid passes to said participants; and 
validating means for validating said non-valid pass for such a participant upon the 
) participant's arrival at, or proximate an event venue, thereby accrediting said participant, wherein 
the participant presents the non-valid pass upon s u ch arrival, or else the issuing tn the p arHrjjppnf 
is upon suc h anival. arj d wherein the validating means includes: 

means for updating the accreditation status of the participant in the accreditation system; 

and 

means for laminatii>g $ ccuring the pass in a security pouc h, vyherein the latpinated pa/;^ 
includes a photograph of the participant to provid e a physical form of validation, so that the 
Rayticipant is gran ted access to the event responsive to identifying the pass in the security p ouch 
a$ worn by the p a rti cipant and wherein the pass is for access to the event and not for acces.^ tn 
repeated instances of the event. 

6. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 5, further comprising: 

for foreign participants and before arrival of said participants, means for sending a bulk 
visa request to an Immigration Authority; and 

means for receiving a visa status from said Immigration Authority, allowing said 
validated pass to serve as a visa. 
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7. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 5, further comprising: 
mean s for ascri bing an accreditation class to each of said participants; and 
means for ascribing privileges to each of said accreditation classes. 

8. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 5, wherein said apparatus is a distributed 
system comprising interconnected servers and workstations. 

9. (currently amended) The method of claim 1. wherein the non-valid passes issued to the 

I participants are issued by ap orpamser of t he event , w herein the p rrin.i pant non-v^HH p ..... f.r^ 
a first portion of a vaUd pass and the participants w^iislsdesupp(stsM[.associated with 
organisations supoorttng the event, and wherein the method comprises the steps of: 

producing support orRgnisatipn n on-valid passes -by the accrcditatiou ay&icm f o t aal d 
organisatiotts, wherein such a support organisa^nn nnn.valiH pass for an offefljoi j stwg-forms a 
second portion of a valid pass; and 

issuing the support organisatjoicLnon-valid passes bv the event organiser for distribution 
hyjt^aid supcarLorganisations , so that the organ i sation s may dist r ibute the second portions to 
selected ones of the participants associated with the respective §uppQ£t_organisations, whereiiuhe 
support organisation non-valid pa.«;.<;es and the parti c ipant non-valid passes are issued in differiniy 
quantities, the quantttv of support organisation non -val id passes being smaller than that of tj ^e 
participant non-valid p asses, and wherein t he validating in step e) uses both the first and second 
portions of the pass, 

1 0. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the non- valid passes issued to the 
participants are issued bv an organiser of the event, wherein the participant non-valid passes f omi 
a first portion of a valid pass and the participants ar einclude support sfafiF assnciateH with 
organisation s_supporting the event: 

v^lierein the producing means is further for producing su pport organisation n nn-valiH 
passe s - by the accreditation system for gnid o r ganiaations, wherein such a support oraanisatinn " 
non-valid pass for an organisation f orms a second portion of a valid pass; and 
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Miierein the issuing means is further for issuing the s^mrt^r^morLnon-^^lid passes 
the evept orpaniT^f for di.strihutioti hy said MsiLorganisationsrOo tlmt tlie vigmisali^ii^ 
Tnnyrfintril,naUiL.Lco..apw(iuiu to selected ones of the participants associated with the 
respective suEEQUorganisations. wherein the suppor t organisation nnn-v.i^ H p.,.,^ 
payticipajit non-valid p fl^^g. w issued in differing. auatitit,>... th. -r^wnrt 
prRanisation non-vf.h-d p a..P. heinf ^ smalle r than that of the nartiHp .nt 
wherein t he validating means uses both the first and second portions of the pass. 

iEST AVAILABLE COPY 
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